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Executive Dashboard – Conference at a Glance 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

    

       Executive Summary 

The 20th Annual Conference on Community Ophthalmology, organized by VISION 2020: The 
Right to Sight – India, was held from 10–12 July 2026 at Sankara Eye Hospital, Bengaluru, under the 
theme "Innovation, Collaboration and Impact in Eye Care: Vision for Viksit Bharat 2047." The 
conference served as a premier national platform for advancing knowledge, fostering collaboration, 
and strengthening capacity across the eye health sector through scientific exchange, innovation, and 
strategic partnerships. 

Over three days, the conference brought together government agencies, leading institutions, 
ophthalmologists, optometrists, allied personnel, researchers, NGOs, industry partners, and students. 
The diverse participation reflected a unified commitment to equitable, accessible, and sustainable 
eye care in India. 

Conference Highlights: 

• Pre-conference workshops on AI in eye care, infection control, optics in optometry, and quality 
improvement. 

• A CSR workshop convening corporate leaders and foundations to explore sustainable 
partnerships. 

780 4 5 130 139 144 
Delegates Countries 

Represented 
Scientific 

Tracks 
Expert 

Scientific 
Speakers 

Free Paper 
Presentations 

Digital E-
Posters 

Government, 
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Industry, 
Academia 

India, Nepal, 
USA & UK 

4 Main 
Tracks  

+ Track 5 

National & 
International 

Experts 

Track 5.1: 83 
Track 5.2: 66 

Research & 
Innovation 
Showcase 



4 
 

• Five thematic scientific tracks covering innovations, universal eye health, equity and 
sustainability, optometry excellence, and organizational learning. 

• Leadership plenary sessions featuring national and international leaders on visionary 
leadership, women in leadership, and lessons from sports. 

• Awards and felicitations recognizing outstanding contributions to community ophthalmology. 
• Extensive media coverage and highly positive participant feedback, affirming the conference’s 

role as a premier platform for advancing eye health. 

Key Outcomes 

• Innovation in Practice: AI-driven screening models increased early detection of glaucoma and 

diabetic retinopathy by 40%. 

• Collaboration for Scale: Public–Private Partnerships successfully expanded cataract surgery 

and primary vision care in underserved districts. 

• Quality & Sustainability: Lean healthcare practices reduced patient wait times by 25%, while 

new guidelines strengthened disability inclusion. 

• Workforce Development: Optometry and Allied Ophthalmic Personnel training frameworks 

expanded diagnostic and outreach capacity. 

• Knowledge Sharing: Vision Centre models outlined pathways to financial sustainability within 

18–24 months. 

The conference was formally inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Mr. Gokul V. Subramaniam, 
President, Intel India, highlighting the critical role of technology, innovation, and cross-sector 
collaboration in transforming eye care. The inaugural ceremony was further enriched by a special 
message from the Guest of Honour, Smt. Punya Salila Srivastava, Union Health Secretary, 
Government of India. Her message, featured in the Conference Souvenir and screened during the 
inaugural function, reaffirmed the Government's continued commitment to universal eye health. The 
conference further recognized outstanding contributions to community ophthalmology through 
prestigious Annual awards, Open category awards, the Lifetime Achievement Award, and felicitations 
of Board Members, Government officials, Industry partners, Scientific chair and host organization, 
acknowledging their significant contributions to strengthening eye care in India. The conference 
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generated significant visibility through extensive print, digital and electronic media coverage. 
Participant feedback indicated high satisfaction with the overall quality of the conference, with 
delegates appreciating the scientific content, networking opportunities, practical learning, and 
organizational excellence. Feedback also identified opportunities for further strengthening future 
conferences through greater focus on emerging technologies, research, thematic sessions and year-
round professional engagement. Overall, the conference successfully achieved its objectives of 
enhancing professional capacity, fostering multi-sectoral collaboration, promoting innovation and 
strengthening the collective efforts towards eliminating avoidable blindness and advancing Vision for 
Viksit Bharat 2047. 

 Introduction 

VISION 2020: The Right to Sight – India successfully organized the 20th Annual Conference on 
Community Ophthalmology, themed “INNOVATION, COLLABORATION AND IMPACT IN EYE CARE: 
VISION FOR VIKSIT BHARAT 2047”, held from 10th to 12th July 2026 at Sankara Eye Hospital, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

The conference commenced on 10th July with a Community Ophthalmology Workshop, bringing together 
public health leaders, ophthalmologists, and sector experts to showcase and discuss innovative models 
and practices in eye care delivery across India. Alongside, Pre-Conference Session Workshops and 
Master classes for Allied Ophthalmic Personnel and Optometrists: 

• 20/20 AI: See Further, Work Smarter 

• Infection Prevention Control 

• Optics in Optometry 

• Quality Beyond Accreditation 

The pre-conference sessions were designed to 
strengthen the knowledge and competencies of 
Allied Ophthalmic Personnel and Optometrists 
through focused capacity-building initiatives. The 
workshops provided practical insights into emerging 
technologies, quality improvement, infection 
prevention, and advanced clinical practices, 
equipping participants to deliver high-quality and 
efficient eye care services. 

Another Pre-conference workshop on Corporate 
Social Responsibility: Investment and Partnerships 
in Eye care- Emerging Opportunities, Strategic 
Priorities, and Future Pathways was conducted.  

The purpose of the workshop is to convene funders, 
CSR & Corporate Foundations, and eye care 
practitioners in a high-trust dialogue to reframe how 
philanthropy engages with eye care in India, moving 
from fragmented support to deeper understanding of 
systems, partnerships, and future pathways for 
meaningful engagement. 

The conference witnessed an enthusiastic turnout of 780 delegates from 4 countries- India, Nepal, USA 
and UK, including heads of eye care organizations, Govt officials, Public health professionals, Industry 
representatives, program managers, ophthalmologists, optometrists, and students from across the 
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country. This diverse participation underscored the importance of the event and reflected the sector’s 
collective commitment to advancing equitable and accessible eye health for all. 

The recent conference aimed to address eye care issues with a focus on reducing avoidable blindness 
through collaboration and knowledge-sharing. The broad goal of the conference was to enhance the 
capacity of the eye care fraternity. The conference also served as a pivotal platform for networking, 
upgrading technological use, and sharing best practices in eye health. 

 

 
Objectives 
 

1. Increasing Capacity in Eye Care: The conference sought to build the skills and 

knowledge of professionals in the eye care field to better address and reduce avoidable 

blindness. 

2. Networking and Knowledge Upgradation: A key goal was to foster networking 

opportunities among professionals and create an environment conducive to the exchange of 

knowledge and technological advancements. By connecting various stakeholders, the 

conference aimed to facilitate the sharing of innovative solutions and practices. 

3. Sharing Experiences and Best Practices: The conference provided a platform for 

sharing successful strategies and experiences in eye health care. This exchange of ideas 

was intended to enhance planning and implementation of eye care services, ensuring better 

outcomes and more efficient practices across the hospitals and the institutions. 

 

 

 

Key Highlights 
 

Diverse Participation: The broad spectrum of attendees, ranging from seasoned 

professionals to students, showcased a unified interest in advancing eye care practices. This 

diversity enriched discussions and fostered a more inclusive environment for learning and 

collaboration. 

Innovative Sessions: The conference featured a variety of sessions that addressed the latest 

advancements in technology, case studies, and evidence-based practices in eye health. 

These sessions were designed to enhance the attendees' understanding and application of new 

techniques and tools in their respective fields. 

Networking Opportunities: The event facilitated numerous networking opportunities, 

allowing participants to connect with peers, exchange ideas, and form collaborative 

partnerships. These interactions are expected to lead to ongoing collaborations and shared 

initiatives aimed at improving eye care services. 

Knowledge Exchange: Through presentations, workshops, and panel discussions, attendees 

had the chance to share their experiences and learn from one another. This exchange of 

knowledge is crucial for identifying effective strategies and adapting them to different contexts 

and needs. 
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The conference featured sessions under 5 tracks spread across 2 days – 11th to 12th July 202
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 Scientific Committee 

 

 

 

Associate Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The conference program was conceptualized and curated by a 4-member Scientific 

Committee supported by 4 Scientific Associates 
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Preconference Sessions- 10th July 2026 

 

 

As part of the 2026 Annual Conference, Four high-impact Pre-Conference Master classes for Allied 

Ophthalmic Personnel and Optometrists. 

 
Preconference Session 1 

1. 20/20 AI: See Further, Work Smarter 

The Pre-conference workshop introduced 
participants to the practical applications of 
Artificial Intelligence in clinical practice and 
healthcare management. Through a series of 
interactive modules and hands-on 
demonstrations, participants explored the 
fundamentals of generative AI, its use in 
clinical documentation, patient 
communication, literature review, referrals, 
scheduling, and administrative workflows. The 
workshop also provided opportunities to 
develop personalized AI prompts and address 
real-world practice challenges through live problem-solving sessions. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preconference Session- 2 

2. Infection Prevention Control 

 

The workshop focused on 

strengthening infection control 

practices and patient safety in 

ophthalmic care. The sessions 

covered standard precautions, 

biomedical waste management, 

operation theatre protocols for 

preventing post-operative 

endophthalmitis, sterilization 

techniques, microbiological 

surveillance, and the management 
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of ophthalmic infections. Participants also engaged in hands-on simulation stations on spill 

management, instrument cleaning, ultrasonic processing, instrument packing, and labelling, enabling 

them to translate best practices into routine clinical workflows.  

 

 

Preconference Session- 3 

3. Optics in Optometry, Quality Check in Dispensing and Ocularistry 

 

The session provided participants with practical knowledge and updates on key aspects of optometric 

practice and optical dispensing. It 

focused on the principles and clinical 

applications of optics in optometry, 

quality assurance in dispensing 

services, and the role of ocular 

prostheses, including patient 

selection and rehabilitation. Through 

expert-led presentations and 

interactive discussions, the workshop 

enhanced participants' 

understanding of best practices in 

optometry, dispensing standards, 

and ocularistry, reinforcing the 

importance of precision, quality, and 

patient-centred care in delivering 

comprehensive eye care services. 

 

 

 

Preconference Session- 4 

4. Quality Beyond Accreditation 

The session focused on fostering a culture of continuous quality improvement in eye care 
organizations beyond compliance with accreditation standards. The sessions covered practical 

aspects of quality management, 
including lessons from 
accreditation inspections, 
implementation of 5S and Kaizen 
principles, strengthening patient 
safety through standardized 
communication, clinical audits, 
root cause analysis, and Lean 
healthcare practices. Participants 
also engaged in an interactive 
group activity to exchange ideas 
on enhancing healthcare quality 
and discussed strategies for 
building high-performing teams 
and sustaining patient-centred 
excellence.  
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Pre-conference workshop- 10th July 2026 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR): Investment and Partnerships in Eye care- 
Emerging Opportunities, Strategic Priorities, and Future Pathways 

 

The event brought together CSR leaders, corporate foundations, eye care institutions, and 

development partners to explore strategic partnerships for advancing equitable eye care in India. 

 

4 sessions were held- 

 

Session 1: Eye-care in India Today- Progress and Gaps 
 

Setting a shared, non-technical understanding of the current eye-care landscape, progress made, 

existing gaps, and why these challenges matter beyond the health sector. 

 

Session 2: Multiple Entry Points, No Single Model – How Can CSRs Engage with Eye-care 
 

Exploring diverse pathways for CSR and foundations to engage with eye-care as supporters, new 

entrants, and long-term partners. 

 

Session 3: Systems Thinking in Action – Retinopathy of Prematurity (ROP) 
 

Reflecting on how philanthropic engagement can move beyond isolated projects to support systems, 

platforms, and long-term outcomes. 

 

Session 4: Future Pathways for Philanthropic Engagement in Eye-care & Expectations from 
Eye-care Donors 
 

Exploring where philanthropy can create distinctive value in the coming decade and identifying 

priorities for sustained collaboration. 
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Scientific Sessions- 11th and 12th July 

The Scientific sessions were spread across five parallel running tracks and a common 

session with four speakers. All the sessions were designed by the expert scientific committee. 

The sessions were led by experts in eye care as well as speakers from government sector 

along with speakers from NGOS who are highly experienced in the field of eye care and 

community ophthalmology. 

 

Track 1: Innovations and Technological solutions in eye care 

                                                                                                                                                                                   

  
 

 

 

 

 

Sessions Theme 
 

✓ Digital Platforms for eye care: community to 
tertiary care 

✓ Enablers for innovation 
✓ Innovation for URE 
✓ AI and innovations at Community and Primary 

Level 
✓ Innovation in screening programs (Emerging 

Eye Diseases) 
✓ Innovations for Universal eye health 
✓ Innovations in training 
✓ India Eye Health Strategy for 2030 In Sight-

innovations required 
✓ Use of AI and tech-based innovations in Eye 

care- secondary and tertiary level 
 

Key Takeaways: 

1. AI Integration: Demonstrations highlighted how 
generative AI and automation reduce clinical 
documentation time by up to 30% for optometrists and 
primary eye care teams. 

2. Primary Care Screening: Pilot models presented showed 
a 40% increase in early glaucoma and diabetic retinopathy 
detection when non-mydriatic fundus cameras were paired 
with cloud AI at Vision Centres. 

3. Strategic Consensus: Agreed to form a multi-institutional 
working group to draft standardized guidelines for tele-
refraction and digital eye screening across member 
organizations. 
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Track 2: Collaboration for Universal Eye health 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sessions Theme 
 

✓ Public–Private Partnerships (PPP) for Universal Eye 
Health 

✓ Community Engagement and Grassroots Collaboration 
✓ International Collaboration and Global Best Practices 
✓ Building Sustainable Eye Care Alliances for Universal 

Coverage 
✓ IAPB Global Summit on eye health: Members 

Commitments in line to national and global resolutions 
on eye health 

✓ Multi-Sectoral Collaboration for Eye Health Integration 
✓ Role of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in 

Universal Eye Care 
✓ Academic and Research Collaboration in Eye Care 

Innovation 
✓ Digital Collaboration and Tele-Ophthalmology Networks 

Key Session Takeaways: 

• PPP Models: Evaluated state-level public-
private framework models that successfully 
scaled cataract surgery volume and primary 
vision care access in hard-to-reach districts. 

• CSR Engagement: Developed frameworks 
moving CSR contributions from short-term 
equipment grants toward long-term, systems-
level funding for Retinopathy of Prematurity 
(ROP) and community health networks. 

• IAPB Resolution Alignment: Reaffirmed 
commitments to global eye health targets, 
setting actionable milestones for member 
organizations toward the 2030 In Sight initiative. 
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 Track 3: Impact, Equity, Sustainability and Quality in eye care 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sessions Theme 

 

➢ Transforming Vision care through 
Measurable Impact 

➢ Community impact of ROP screening 
initiatives 

➢ Accredition and Standardisation in eyecare 
➢ Improving eyecare through Quality & Patient 

safety 
➢ Impact of eyecare in achieving Universal 

eyehealth 
➢ Sustainable eyecare practices: Innovation, 

efficiency and impact 
➢ Empowering eye health: Strategies for 

disability inclusion and rehabilitation 
➢ Advancing equity in eye health: Leave no 

one behind 
➢ Financial sustainability in Ophthalmic 

services 

 

Key Session Takeaways: 

1. Operational Quality: Showcased how implementing Lean healthcare 
practices (5S and Kaizen) reduced patient wait times in outpatient 
departments by up to 25%. 

2. Disability Inclusion: Formulated guidelines to enhance physical and 
digital accessibility across eye hospitals and vision centres for persons 
with visual and mobility impairments. 

3. Community ROP Impact: Highlighted protocols for systematic ROP 
screening in neonatal care units, resulting in significantly higher early 
intervention rates for premature infants. 
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Track 4: Excellence in Optometry and Allied Ophthalmic Personnel 

 

 
 

     Sessions Theme 
 

➢ Transforming Optometry in India – Policy 
& NCAHP Role 

➢ Career Pathways in Optometry: Clinical, 
Academic, Corporate & Interdisciplinary 
Opportunities 

➢ Optometry Quiz Competition 
➢ Community Optometry: Scope, 

Sustainability & Ethical Practices 
➢ Impact of AOP courses- Organizations 

Running and Supporting Courses 
➢ Recent advancements in Optometry 
➢ Tele-Optometry: AI-Powered Remote 

Screening for Community Practice 
 

Key Session Takeaways: 

1. Policy & Regulation: Analyzed the implementation of the NCAHP Act and its impact 
on standardizing optometry education, scopes of practice, and professional licensing 
across India. 

2. AOP Workforce Development: Established best-practice training frameworks to 
upskill Allied Ophthalmic Personnel, expanding their role in diagnostic support and 
community outreach. 

3. Tele-Optometry Applications: Presented workflow models demonstrating how AI-
assisted primary screening by optometrists accelerates triage and referral accuracy 
in rural health centers. 
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Optometry Quiz Competition Winners   
 
An award and certificate presented to the winners 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Winner 1 
 

Nandini  
Samrina  
 
Sankara College of 
Optometry, Bengaluru 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winner 2 
 

1. Zakeerhusen A M 
2. Karthik P Dhanoji 

 
 

M.M.Joshi Eye Institute  
(College of Optometry), 

Hubli, Karnataka. 
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Track 5: Sharing Knowledge Repository: Towards organization’s excellence & growth 

 

Under this track there were free oral 

presentations based on abstracts 

reviewed and selected by the 

Scientific Committee. The speakers 

were a mixture of presenters from 

various organizations as well as 

students. The oral presentation 

spread over 16 sessions on Day 1 

and Day 2 of the conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The best paper presentation in each session was given memento as well as certificate. The 

BEST OF THE BEST 2026 presentation award was announced: Mr. Seran Ilango, Aravind 

Eye Hospital for his paper 

presentation on topic- 

“Evaluating the Impact of 

Opportunistic Eye Screening 

among Patient Attendants, 

Determinants of Service 

uptake in a tertiary Eye 

Hospital”. 

The ‘best of the best’ awardee 

would enjoy: 

o Waive off registration 

fee for next annual 
conference. 

o Get sponsored for full travel support to participate in the next annual conference. 

Sessions Theme 
 

1. Vision Centres: The way forward to 
Vision 2030 

2. Strategies for reaching the unreached 
3. Providing services in the unserved 

areas      
4. Universal Eye Health    
5. Eye Health for Vulnerable groups 
6. Technology in Community 

Ophthalmology 
7. School Screening and Refractive Errors 
8. Refractive Error coverage 
9. Strategies to Improve Visual Outcome 

Post Cataract Surgery 
10. Tackling Diabetic Retinopathy and ROP          
11. Target: Inclusive Eye Health   
12. Comprehensive Eye Care 
13. Quality in Eye Health 
14. Sustainability in Eye Health 
15. Research in Community 

Ophthalmology 
16. Hospital based studies in Community 

Ophthalmology 

Key session Takeaways: 

Vision Centre Sustainability: Outlined 
operating models to achieve financial self-
reliance within 18–24 months. 

School Eye Health: Streamlined screening 
and follow-up protocols to improve spectacle 
compliance among students. 

Surgical Quality: Shared clinical audit 
protocols to minimize post-operative 
complications and optimize cataract 
outcomes. 
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o Presentation topic will be considered under Main track by the scientific committee for the 
next year Annual conference 2027. 

 

 

E-Posters Presentation 

Posters presentation is an integral part of the conference, providing participants with the 
opportunity to showcase their work and engage in meaningful dialogue with peers and experts. A 
total of 174 posters were displayed on the digital screens in two halls. Each participant presented 
their e-posters on digital screens before a panel of judges, comprising Dr. Nisha Ahuja, Dr. S. 
Kamala and Dr. Lakshmi Mahesh in hall 1 and Dr. Promila Gupta, Dr. Parul Datta and Ms. 
Shaifali Sharma in hall 2. The 
sessions witnessed active 
participation and thoughtful 
discussions.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners were recognized for their outstanding contributions and were awarded a memento and 
certificate in appreciation of their efforts. 
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E-Poster Winner 1 
 

Nerthi Grace N  
CMC Vellore 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

E-Poster Winner 2 

 
Riyah Jaitika 
Aravind Eye Hospital 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
E-Poster Winner 3 

 
Yuvarani D 
Aravind Eye Hospital 
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Industry Showcase 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Appasamy Associates Pvt. Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          Aurolab 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essilor India Private Limited 
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                 Abbvie 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Alcon Laboratories (India) Pvt. Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remidio Innovative Solutions 

Pvt. Ltd 
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Inclusive Engagement Activities 
 

Braille Typing Experience  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live Caricature Art 
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Common session- Leadership lessons: National and International 
 
1. Leadership for the society to achieve Viksit Bharat 

 
The conference featured a deeply engaging leadership session by RV Ramani, Founder and 
Managing Trustee, Sankara Eye 
Foundation, on the theme " 
Leadership for the society to 
achieve Viksit Bharat." The 
leadership session emphasized the 
critical role of visionary and values-
driven leadership in advancing the 
nation's goal of Viksit Bharat 2047. It 
highlighted how collaborative efforts, 
innovation, ethical governance, and 
a commitment to equitable eye care 
can strengthen health systems and 
improve community outcomes. The 
session inspired participants to 
embrace leadership that fosters 
excellence, inclusivity, and 
sustainable impact, reinforcing the collective responsibility of the eye care fraternity in 
contributing to India's development agenda. 
 

2. Leadership for today's world 
 
From International perspective, the 
session on “Leadership for 
today's world” was delivered by 
Mr. Peter Holland, CEO, IAPB, 
highlighted the evolving role of 
leadership in addressing global 
health challenges through 
collaboration, innovation, and 
strategic partnerships. The session 
emphasized the importance of 
adaptive leadership, cross-sector 
engagement, and collective action 
to strengthen eye care systems and achieve universal eye health. Participants gained valuable 
insights into leading with purpose, fostering resilient organizations, and driving sustainable 
impact in an increasingly interconnected world. 

 
 
3. Women in leadership 
 
The session on "Women in Leadership", delivered 
by Ms. Heidi Chase, Chief Program Officer, Seva 
Foundation, underscored the importance of 
empowering women to lead with confidence, 
resilience, and purpose. It highlighted the value of 
inclusive leadership, mentorship, and equal 
opportunities in strengthening organizations and 
advancing equitable healthcare. The session 
encouraged participants to foster diverse 
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leadership, recognizing that empowering women at all levels is essential for driving innovation, 
collaboration, and sustainable impact in the eye care sector. 
 
 

4. Leadership lessons from Cricket 
 
The session on "Leadership Lessons from Cricket", delivered by Mr. Krishnamachari 
Srikkanth, Goodwill Ambassador 
of VISION 2020: The Right to 
Sight- INDIA drew powerful 
parallels between the game of 
cricket and effective leadership. 
Through inspiring anecdotes from 
his sporting career, he highlighted 
the importance of teamwork, 
resilience, strategic decision-
making, adaptability, and leading by 
example. The session encouraged 
participants to embrace challenges 
with confidence, foster 
collaboration, and cultivate a 
winning mindset to achieve 
excellence and create lasting impact 
in the field of eye care. 
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Felicitation of Board Members (2023-2026) 
 
Board members were felicitated by Mr. Krishnamachari Srikkanth, Goodwill Ambassador of VISION 
2020: The Right to Sight- INDIA by providing Mementos to them for their outstanding service and 
valuable contribution during the term 2023-2026. 

 

 
                 Dr. Rohit Khanna- LVPEI                                                     Mr. Sony Thomas- CBM 

                                       
                Mr. R N Mohanty- Sightsavers                                         Dr. Praveen Vashist- Dr. RP Centre, AIIMS             

                                                                                         
   Mr. Amaresh Pandey- Operation EyeSight Universal                        Mr. Kuldeep Singh- Seva Foundation 
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 Dr. Kuldeep Dole- Lions Club International Foundation         Dr. Rahul Deshpande- HV Desai Eye Hospital    
Central, West and North 

 

   
 
Mr. Subeesh Kuyyadiyil- Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya                  Dr. Rishi Raj Borah- Orbis 
                                                                                                                    
 

 
          Mr. Aaron Basaiawmoit                                                           
                                                                                                           Mr. Sabitra Kundu- Mission for Vision 
Society for Promotion of Eye Care and Sight      
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Ms. Dhivya Ramasamy- Aravind Eye Care System                                  Dr. Shalinder Sabherwal 
                                                                                                                  Dr. Shroff's Charity Eye Hospital 
 

 
Dr. Rajesh Saini, Siliguri Greater Lions Eye Hospital             Mr. UV Kannan, Appasamy Associates Pvt. Ltd 

 
 
 

Felicitation of Govt. Officials 
 

 
Dr. Rahul Pandey, Consultant (Technical)                                              Dr. Aparnaa Chandrasekhar 

 NPCBVI, MOHFW                                                                              SMO, NPCBVI, MOHFW                                                                                   
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Inauguration of the Annual Conference 

 
The conference was formally inaugurated in the evening of 11th July, 2026 at 18.00 hrs at 

Sankara Eye Hospital, Bengaluru, by Chief Guest, Mr. Gokul V Subramaniam, President, 

Intel India. 
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Souvenir launch 
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Guest of Honour’s Message-  
 
Smt. Punya Salila Srivastava, Union Health Secretary 
Government of India 
 
The recording video of the 
message by Health 
Secretary was displayed on 
the screens during the 
inaugural function. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This message was also published in 
the Conference Souvenir. 
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Awards Presentation 
 

 
Three open Categories Award 
 

 
         Women Lead Eye Care Award 2026 
 

Dr. Elizabeth Joseph, Little 

Flower Hospital & Research 

Centre, Kerala.  

 

This honor recognizes 

women based on their 

influence, excellence,  

contribution, and 

commitment to the field of 

eye care, especially in 

community ophthalmology. 

Winner was awarded 

Memento and Certificate 

 

 

         Young Achiever Award 2026 
 

 
 

Ms.Priya, Aravind Eye 

Hospital, Chennai, Tamil 

Nadu. 

 

This honor recognizes 

young persons who have 

had special 

accomplishments in the 

field of eye care. 

Winner was awarded 

Memento and Certificate 

 

 

Eye Health Champions Award 2026 

The Award recognizes and celebrate young and upcoming frontline staff, volunteers, support staff and 
more within the eye health sector.  Total 6 Winners were awarded Memento and Certificate. 
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Mr. Murali Krishna Sanapala,  

L V Prasad Eye Institute  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mr. Javed Nayab, 

Dr. Shroff’s Charity Eye Hospital 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    
                                        Mr. Anand Abhinav, 
                                       Nav Bharat Jagriti Kendra  

 

  

  

 

 

 

Mr. Parmatma Prasad Gupta, 
Sadguru Netra Chikitsalaya 
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                              Mr. Ranjith Kumar G, 

                              Sankara Nethralaya  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Mrs. R. Kamatchi, 
Aravind Eye Hospital, Theni 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  5 Annual Awards 

 

VISION 2020: The Right to Sight- INDIA recognizes its member hospitals for their exemplary 

work in the field of eye care. The following institutions have been recognized with the Annual 

Awards. Five-member jury assessed the applications received for these awards. 

 
Shri. S. N. Shah award 2026 
 
Equity:  to provide comprehensive primary eye care screenings with a focus on women and children 
 

Award Winner- Jayapriya Medical Foundation 
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Shri. G D Agrawal Gomabai Netralaya Award 2026 
 
To inspire especially the smaller and medium volume member hospitals to continue reaching the 
unreached through “Sustainable community eye health approaches towards integrated people-
centred eye care (IPEC)”. 
 

Award Winner- Shantilal Shanghvi Eye Institute 

 

 

 

        Dr. Jordan Kassalow VisionSpring Award 2026 

         

        For reaching the unreached through eyeglasses. 

   Award Winner- Mahanadi Netra Chikitsalaya- LEPRA Society 
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Lotus Award 2026 
 
For Holistic Development of an Organization to Serve Community Better  
Award Winner- Shri Ganesh Vinayak Foundation 

 

 

 

Sant Hirdaram Sewa Sadan Award for Innovative Eye Care Practices 2026 
 
Award Winner- Sewa Sadan Eye Hospital 
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Lifetime Achievement Award 2025- Late Padma Shri Dr. Budhendra Kumar Jain 
 
The award was received by Dr. Elesh Jain (son of Late Dr. B.K. Jain) 

 

 

 

 

Felicitations 
 

VISION 2020: The Right to Sight- India felicitated- 

 

Dr Shalinder Sabherwal 
 

for serving as Member of Scientific Committee during 2024 – 2025 and Chairing the scientific program 

development for this year 2026. 
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Executive Committee- VISION 2020: The Right to Sight-INDIA (2023-2026) 
 

 
       President- Dr. Rajesh Saini                                         Vice-President- Mr. Amaresh Pandey 

 
            Secretary- Dr. Praveen Vashist                               Treasurer- Mr. Kuldeep Singh 

 
 
Industry and Corporate Advisory Board Member 
VISION 2020: The Right to Sight-INDIA 
In recognition of distinguished service and valuable contribution during the term 2023–2026. 

 
 
 
 

     Appasamy 
Associates 
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Aurolab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Essilor 
India 

Private 
Limited 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roche Products (India) 
Pvt. Ltd. 
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Forus Health 
Private Ltd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sankara Eye Foundation, INDIA 
 
For hosting 20th Annual Conference and Annual General Body meeting 
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Vote of Thanks 
 
The conference concluded with a heartfelt Vote of Thanks delivered by Mr. Senthilraja from the 
Sankara Eye Foundation, 
expressing deep gratitude to all 
dignitaries, speakers, partners, 
and participants for their 
valuable contributions to the 
success of the event. The team 
acknowledged the unwavering 
support of the organizing 
committee, volunteers, and host 
institution team in ensuring 
seamless coordination 
throughout the conference. 
Special thanks were extended to 
the Chief Guest, keynote 
speakers, and session chairs for 
sharing their time, insights, and vision. The Sankara Eye Foundation Team also recognized the 
enthusiastic participation of delegates from across the country, whose engagement and commitment 
enriched every session.  
 

 

Cultural Activity 
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Press Coverage & Media Reach 
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A) Pre-Event Coverage   

Print - 

1.Deccan Herald 

2. Samyukta Karnataka 

3.Prajavani  

4. Ee Nadu 

5.Sanje Express  

6.Vartha Bharati  

7.Andhra Jyoti 

8.Udayavani  

Online- 

1.Express Healthcare - https://www.expresshealthcare.in/news/sankara-eye-hospitals-vision-2020-india-
to-host-eye-care-conference-in-bengaluru/454265/   

2. Express Healthcare (LinkedIn) - https://www.linkedin.com/posts/express-healthcare-world_sankara-
eye-hospitals-vision-2020-india-activity-7480527389383569408-
rGcj?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAA8I7p8BC-
odOQIUBhnrAYkrzfy6fUyVGX8  

3. Deccan Herald - https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/bengaluru/bengaluru-to-host-national-
eye-care-conference-from-july-10-12-4067181  

4. Medgate Today - https://medgatetoday.com/sankara-eye-hospitals-to-host-20th-annual-vision-2020-
india-conference-in-bengaluru-marking-50-years-of-the-sankara-movement/  

5. The Indian Practioner - https://theindianpractitioner.com/sankara-eye-hospitals-announces-twentieth-
vision-2020-india-conference-in-bengaluru/  

6. Medical Tourism Today - https://medicaltourismtoday.in/sankara-eye-hospitals-to-host-20th-annual-
vision-2020-india-conference-in-bengaluru-marking-50-years-of-the-sankara-movement/ 

  

B) Post Event Coverage   

Print -  

1. Samyukta Karnataka 

2.Prajavani  

https://www.expresshealthcare.in/news/sankara-eye-hospitals-vision-2020-india-to-host-eye-care-conference-in-bengaluru/454265/
https://www.expresshealthcare.in/news/sankara-eye-hospitals-vision-2020-india-to-host-eye-care-conference-in-bengaluru/454265/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/express-healthcare-world_sankara-eye-hospitals-vision-2020-india-activity-7480527389383569408-rGcj?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAA8I7p8BC-odOQIUBhnrAYkrzfy6fUyVGX8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/express-healthcare-world_sankara-eye-hospitals-vision-2020-india-activity-7480527389383569408-rGcj?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAA8I7p8BC-odOQIUBhnrAYkrzfy6fUyVGX8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/express-healthcare-world_sankara-eye-hospitals-vision-2020-india-activity-7480527389383569408-rGcj?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAA8I7p8BC-odOQIUBhnrAYkrzfy6fUyVGX8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/express-healthcare-world_sankara-eye-hospitals-vision-2020-india-activity-7480527389383569408-rGcj?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_android&rcm=ACoAAA8I7p8BC-odOQIUBhnrAYkrzfy6fUyVGX8
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/bengaluru/bengaluru-to-host-national-eye-care-conference-from-july-10-12-4067181
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/bengaluru/bengaluru-to-host-national-eye-care-conference-from-july-10-12-4067181
https://medgatetoday.com/sankara-eye-hospitals-to-host-20th-annual-vision-2020-india-conference-in-bengaluru-marking-50-years-of-the-sankara-movement/
https://medgatetoday.com/sankara-eye-hospitals-to-host-20th-annual-vision-2020-india-conference-in-bengaluru-marking-50-years-of-the-sankara-movement/
https://ems-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2ftheindianpractitioner.com%2fsankara%2deye%2dhospitals%2dannounces%2dtwentieth%2dvision%2d2020%2dindia%2dconference%2din%2dbengaluru%2f&umid=c2ce316b-cf39-487a-b200-6851709164a2&rct=1784180014&auth=9250c67e738549070570740bec275f3cf7c54f00-1596fe85cc4f5422b8bc7884aade1dbec49b0dce
https://ems-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2ftheindianpractitioner.com%2fsankara%2deye%2dhospitals%2dannounces%2dtwentieth%2dvision%2d2020%2dindia%2dconference%2din%2dbengaluru%2f&umid=c2ce316b-cf39-487a-b200-6851709164a2&rct=1784180014&auth=9250c67e738549070570740bec275f3cf7c54f00-1596fe85cc4f5422b8bc7884aade1dbec49b0dce
https://ems-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fmedicaltourismtoday.in%2fsankara%2deye%2dhospitals%2dto%2dhost%2d20th%2dannual%2dvision%2d2020%2dindia%2dconference%2din%2dbengaluru%2dmarking%2d50%2dyears%2dof%2dthe%2dsankara%2dmovement%2f&umid=c2ce316b-cf39-487a-b200-6851709164a2&rct=1784180014&auth=9250c67e738549070570740bec275f3cf7c54f00-3a1bcccc3e7760509c2a5178b8118281777e4383
https://ems-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fmedicaltourismtoday.in%2fsankara%2deye%2dhospitals%2dto%2dhost%2d20th%2dannual%2dvision%2d2020%2dindia%2dconference%2din%2dbengaluru%2dmarking%2d50%2dyears%2dof%2dthe%2dsankara%2dmovement%2f&umid=c2ce316b-cf39-487a-b200-6851709164a2&rct=1784180014&auth=9250c67e738549070570740bec275f3cf7c54f00-3a1bcccc3e7760509c2a5178b8118281777e4383
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3. Ee Nadu 

4.Sanje Express  

5.Vartha Bharati  

6.Andhra Jyoti 

7.Udayavani  

Online - 

1.The Hans India - https://www.thehansindia.com/karnataka/sankara-eye-hospitals-successfully-hosts-
20th-annual-vision-2020-india-conference-1097696  

Electronic Media -  

1.Public Next - http://publicnext.com/news/general/all/public-feed/kn/publicnext-news-karnataka-and-
india-1274832 

2.Just News Kannada -https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1NPWFhjche/  

3.Dinanithya News - https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19MXDCcmn8/ 

4.NKS TV news Kannada - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wowWHoliMu8 

5.Kannda Dhwani - https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1GT4ycM61G/ 

 
 

 
Impact and Future Directions 

The conference has made a significant impact in shaping the future of community eye care by: 

• Strengthening Professional Capacity: Participants gained enhanced skills and knowledge, 
empowering them to more effectively address the challenges of visual impairment and improve eye 
care delivery within their regions. 

• Fostering Collaboration: The conference served as a vibrant platform for networking and 
collaboration, paving the way for continued partnerships and coordinated efforts in the field of eye 
health. 

• Promoting Best Practices: The exchange of innovative approaches and successful models offered 
actionable insights, enabling better planning and more effective implementation of eye care services 
across diverse settings. 

 
 
Participant’s Feedback Report 
 

The feedback was received via google form from 120 participants with 60% male and 40% female 

respondents. About 73.3% of the respondents rate their satisfaction regarding overall quality of 

conference.72.5% expressed that scientific program was designed well. The participants were 

requested to share their responses on a scale of 1-5 where scale was defines as (1- Very Poor, 2- 

Poor, 3- Good, 4- Very Good and 5- Excellent).  

https://www.thehansindia.com/karnataka/sankara-eye-hospitals-successfully-hosts-20th-annual-vision-2020-india-conference-1097696
https://www.thehansindia.com/karnataka/sankara-eye-hospitals-successfully-hosts-20th-annual-vision-2020-india-conference-1097696
https://ems-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fpublicnext.com%2fnews%2fgeneral%2fall%2fpublic%2dfeed%2fkn%2fpublicnext%2dnews%2dkarnataka%2dand%2dindia%2d1274832&umid=c2ce316b-cf39-487a-b200-6851709164a2&rct=1784180014&auth=9250c67e738549070570740bec275f3cf7c54f00-cd4fffc4f395bf9bf428524431e7ad2fedae37b1
https://ems-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fpublicnext.com%2fnews%2fgeneral%2fall%2fpublic%2dfeed%2fkn%2fpublicnext%2dnews%2dkarnataka%2dand%2dindia%2d1274832&umid=c2ce316b-cf39-487a-b200-6851709164a2&rct=1784180014&auth=9250c67e738549070570740bec275f3cf7c54f00-cd4fffc4f395bf9bf428524431e7ad2fedae37b1
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1NPWFhjche/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19MXDCcmn8/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wowWHoliMu8
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1GT4ycM61G/
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Delegate Feedback Summary 

(N = 120 respondents | Response Rate = 15.4% of 780 delegates) 
 

Survey Dimension Rating 
(Scale 1–5) 

Satisfaction % Key Qualitative Insight 

Overall Quality 4.70 / 5.0 73.3% Excellent overall organization and high-
calibre scientific programme. 

Scientific 
Programme Design 

4.69 / 5.0 72.5% Practical sessions with high relevance to 
clinical and community eye care. 

Conference 
Organization & 
Delivery 

4.71 / 5.0 86.0% (Very 
Good/Excellent) 

Smooth execution, effective coordination, 
and positive delegate experience 
throughout the conference. 

 

 

 

The responses shared by the participants as follows: 
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Feedback: Plus-Delta Model 

 

Conclusion 

The conference successfully achieved its core objectives of capacity building, fostering collaboration, 
and promoting best practices in eye care. The enthusiastic participation and meaningful engagement 
of delegates underscored the collective commitment of the eye health community toward reducing 
avoidable blindness and improving visual outcomes. Looking ahead, the knowledge shared and 
connections forged during the conference will serve as a catalyst for advancing eye care initiatives 
and driving impactful change on a broader scale. 

 

➕ PLUS (What Worked Well) 🔺 DELTA (Opportunities for Growth) 

High-Quality Content: Delegates 
appreciated the relevance, diversity, and 
practical value of the scientific sessions. 

Track Overlaps & Thematic Organization: 
Group sessions into broader themes (Clinical, 
Community, AI, etc.) to avoid overlapping topics 
and help delegates plan better. 

Networking Opportunities: Networking, 
collaboration, and peer learning emerged as 
key benefits across NGOs, corporates, and 
clinicians. 

Emerging Topics: High demand for sessions on 
AI, Research Methodology, Primary Eye Care, 
Technology, CSR, and Financial Sustainability. 

Best Practices: Participants valued learning 
innovative practices, guidelines, and 
replicable models for their institutions. 

Research Presentations: Introduce dedicated 
research tracks, paper/poster presentation 
opportunities, and capacity-building sessions. 

Conference Management: Smooth 
execution, overall management, and 
hospitality were well-appreciated by 
respondents. 

Time Management: Reduce concurrent tracks, 
increase discussion/Q&A time, and improve 
presentation scheduling. 

Platform Strength: VISION 2020 INDIA 
recognized as a strong platform for 
knowledge dissemination, advocacy, and 
strengthening eye care programmes. 

Year-Round Engagement: Provide regular 
virtual training, webinars, thematic workshops, 
and periodic knowledge-sharing events 
throughout the year. 

Technical Learning: Exposure to 
innovations, technologies, and current 
practices in eye care was highly valued. 

 

Overall Experience: Respondents described 
the conference as informative, enriching, and 
professionally rewarding. 
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