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COVID – 19 overshadowed year 2020. With COVID – 19 pandemic and a national lockdown, most of the 
activities, which require physical presence, were cancelled. However, as the entire world shifting to an 
online mode, we, at VISION 2020 INDI also did the same. Our meetings, conference and workshops were 
all conducted on an online mode.

A large number of our member hospitals were hit hard by the pandemic as the services were closed. It 
affected their operations and impacted their finances. In these unprecedented times, we helped these 
organizations by sharing guidelines developed by the government largely on adhering to COVID protocols 
and the specific ones for eye hospitals developed by some of our member hospitals and the government of 
India.

To help the health ministry spread information on COVID protocols to larger audience, we regularly shared 
information by the government of India through our social media channels.

The year saw a new Board elected for next 3 years. Our advocacy efforts with the government continued 
over online meetings and through written representations.

The lockdown affected especially the poor and underprivileged of the society. A large number of our 
member hospitals stepped forward for humanitarian cause and distributed food, COVID protection kits.

We thank all our members for supporting us in all our endeavours. We would especially like to thank our eye 
care industry members and INGOs with whose constant support we have been able to make much of our 
programmes possible. Their contribution towards improving eye health in the country is truly laudable.

The following pages offer an insight into our activities in the year 2020 - 21
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Our Board (2020– 2023)

About VISION 2020: The Right to Sight - INDIA

VISION 2020: The Right to Sight – INDIA (VISION 2020 INDIA) is a registered not-for-profit national forum 
and is a key driver of the global initiative of the World Health Organization (WHO) and International Agency 
for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) for reducing avoidable visual impairment.

It is a collaborative effort of INGOs, NGOs, eye care organisations in India and the Government to 
coordinate and advocate for improved eye care programs; to gain and share knowledge and together 
develop solutions to achieve quality, comprehensive and equitable eye care.
The Board of Management comprises 17 members.

INTRODUCTION

VISION MISSION

S An India free of 
avoidable blindness

S Where every citizen 
enjoys the gift of 
sight

S And the visually 
chal lenged have 
enhanced quality of 
life

To work with eye care 
organisations in India 
f o r  e l i m i n a t i n g 
avoidable blindness by 
provision of equitable 
and affordable services 
as well as rehabilitation 
of visually challenged 
persons through the 
development of

Promotion of best practices with a special emphasis on the poor and
marginalised section of the society and underserved areas.

The Executive 
Committee

President
Sightsavers
Mr R N Mohanty

Vice President
Dr R P Centre of Ophthalmic 
Sciences, AIIMS
Dr PraveenVashist

Secretary & SouthZone 
Representative
CBM India
Dr Sara Varughese

Treasurer 
Mission for Vision Ms 
Elizabeth Kurian

Other Board 
Members

Aravind Eye Care System
Dr Haripriya Aravind

Operation Eyesight 
Universal
Mr Anup Zimba

Orbis
Dr Rishi Raj Borah

LV Prasad Eye Institute
Dr Rohit Khanna

Lions Club International 
Foundation
Dr Naresh Aggarwal

Seva Foundation
Mr Kuldeep Singh

Industry Representative
Essilor India Pvt Ltd 
Mr Milind Jadav

Zonal 
Representatives

National Coordinator 
Siliguri Greater Lions Eye 
Hospital
Dr Rajesh Saini

West
Mission for Vision Ms 
Elizabeth Kurian

Central
Sewa Sadan Eye Hospital Mr 
L C Janiyani
Northeast
Bansara Eye Care Centre Mr 
Aaron Basaiawmoit

East
Vivekananda Mission Ashram 
Netra Nirmaya Niketan
Dr Asim Sil

North
SightLife
Mr Atul Kapoor

South
Little Flower Hospital & 
Research Centre
Dr Thomas Cherian
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VISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIA
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CONTENT

ADVOCACY

Advocacy is one of our main focus areas of work. As a national forum working 
toimprove eye health in the country, to reduce, mitigate major reasons of 
avoidable blindness, we collaborate with the government. In this process, we 
study policies and related factors impacting eye health and advocate to the 
government. We represent the voice of diverse stakeholders in eye health in the 
country and engage with the government where a policy change isrequired.

Launch of Universal Eye Health in West Bengal

Our advocacy with the West Bengal government for Universal Eye 
Health programme was successful. The Chief Minister of West 
Bengal, Ms Mamata Banerjee announced ‘Choker Alo’ Eye Health 
for All scheme in West Bengal on 4 January 2021. We thank our 
board members Dr Rajesh Saini, National Coordinator and Dr Asim 
Sil, East zone representative, and Sightsavers India for pursuing 
from concept to programme.

Reimbursements under Grant-in-Aid under NPCB&VI

VISION 2020 INDIA submitted information regarding amounts payable 
to our member organisation for cataract and other than cataract cases to 
NPCB& VI, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India for 
necessary action. Data was received from 32 member hospitals showing 
Rs.38 crores pending for reimbursements. NPCB&VI sent communication 
to all the State Programme Officers regarding VISION2020 INDIA’s 
representation and DBCS dues on 14 August 2020 and also a reminder on 
25 August 2020. As a result of persistent advocacy by the Secretariat, 
close to Rs.10 crores was reimbursed to these member hospitals.

Allied Health Bill and Courses

CEO, VISION 2020 INDIA, Mr Phanindra Babu Nukella held a discussion 
with Allied Health Unit (AHU) on – (a) Status of Allied Health Bill (b) 
standardizing the course curricula for 2 years diploma in ophthalmic 
assistants and vision assistants. CEO also wrote to AHU to include 5
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VISION 2020 INDIA in the committee. Glad to note that the government of 
India released the Gazette notification of the National Commission for Allied and 
Health Care Professions Act, 2021 on 28 March 2021.

Revised Guidelines on Management of Cataract

Revised Guidelines on Management of Cataract has been published. We thank 
Orbis India for supporting the printing and the technical team who gave their 
valuable time to write it. The report can be downloaded from the website: 
www.vision2020india.org

We have been actively advocating with the government at the 
Centre for the following. 

We submitted the following representations:

A representation requesting declassification of spectacles
(Spectacles, Spectacle Frames and Spectacle Lenses) from the Medical 
Devices, to the Drugs Controller General, Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation, Director General of Lenses have been categorised under ‘medical 
devise’ and attracts several regulations. Hence for a larger reach and in 
accordance with WHO listing, we are requesting declassification from medical 
devices category.

A representation to Ministry of Finance on exemption 
ofophthalmic equipment & devices from custom duty& 
healthcess.

The Health Cess (Ad-valorem) on sight saving devices and equipment which 
was increased by 5% in budget 2020-21, now the effective duty is 13.75% from 
8.25% earlier which is an increase of 67 %.

Represenation regarding Rationalization of GST Rates on 
Intraocular lenses 

VISION 2020 INDIA submitted a representation to the GST Council and Ministry of Finance and GST 
Council seeking rationalization of GST Rates on Intraocular lenses.

WORLD SIGHT DAY

World Sight Day (WSD) is an international day of awareness, held annually on the 
second Thursday of October to focus attention on the global issue of avoidable 
blindness and visualimpairment.

We have traversed a long way but a lot of work still has to be done – was the common 
refrain from most of the speakers at the VISION 2020 INDIA’s WSD programme. The year 
2020 holds a special significance for VISION 2020 INDIA with the programme achieving an 
important milestone. It was an opportune time to talk about the launch of the programme 
and its impact over the years.

VISION 2020 INDIA conducted a two and half hour long programme featuring 8 sessions. 120 
participated. Dr Promila Gupta, Principal Consultant, NPCB & VI, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, 
Government of India was the guest of honour and Dr GN Rao, Founder and Chairman, LVPEI was the 
chief guest for theday.

The programme included VISION 2020 INDIA’s annual 
award presentation and announcing results of the photo 
contest.

Orbis’ ‘Status of child health in India’ report was launched by 
Dr G N Raofounderchair LVPEI.

Industry Members HOYA Medical India Pvt. Ltd. and Pellucid 
Healthcare Networks Pvt. Ltd presented how their services, 
products and innovations are contributing to the national 
goal of eliminating avoidable blindness in the country.

VISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIAVISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIA
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Dr Promila Gupta, Guest of Honour for WSD event, presenting on Future Strategies of NPCB&VI

VISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIAVISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIA

 

Pellucid team and HOYA Surgical Optics team presenting on how they are contributing to the mission 
through their innovations

Orbis India released its Child Eye Heath in India Report

AWARD PRESENTATION

Two awards were presented on this occasion - the VISION 2020 INDIA 3 annual awards and the 3 
prizes for photo contest.

Photo Contest

The photo contest 2020 had two themes: Hope for Sight and Eye Care for 
Everyone. Sightsavers India partnered for this year’s photo contest and 
supported the three cash prize - 1st prize for Rs 15,000 2nd prize Rs 10,000 and 
3rd prize Rs INR 5000. These prizes will be given in the form of vouchers.

st 1 Prize: 
India Vision Institute 

nd2  Prize: 
Aravind Eye Hospital

rd3  Prize: 
Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital

98
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VISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIA

STRENGTHENING EYE CARE
Equity Eye Care | Quality Eye Care | Comprehensive Eye Care

Knowledge Hub
Due to the COVID pandemic, all the workshops were conducted online. Under the Knowledge Hub 10 
webinars were conducted during the year. 930 benefitted from all the webinars. We thank Cybersight 
of Orbis for providing the platform and the resource persons for giving their valuable time.

VISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIA

VISION 2020 INDIA Annual Award

Three awards given annually, exclusively for VISION 2020 INDIA members, were presented at the 
programme.

29 April 2020 : “Setting up of Low Vision 
Clinic” Dr Tanuja Britto, Low Vision expert 
from Joseph Eye Hospital was the resource 
person.

15 May, 2020: “‘Crafting effective ground 
stories”

8 August 2020: ‘Hospital Empanelment and 
Quality Certification’ under Ayushman Bharat 
PradhanMantriJanArogya Yojana. The session 
was conducted by National Heath Authority 
team. Forty eight participated.

2 September 2020: ‘Primary Eye Care in 
Pandemic Conditions Challenges and 
Opportunities’. The session was conducted by 
L.V Prasad Eye Institute.

22 September 2020: Hospital Infection 
Control Practice during COVID 19 pandemic’. 
The session was conducted by Aravind Eye 
Hospital, Divyajyoti Trust, Dr. Shroff’s Charity 
Eye Hospital and Sankara Eye Hospital. 
Eighty nine participated.

10 December 2020:“Need for rehabilitation 
services for persons with Visual impairment” 
was coordinated by CBM

24 October 2020:“Re-emergence of Tele 
Ophthalmology during COVID & Medico Legal 
Challenges”

29 January 2021: “NABH Accreditation” was 
conducted by resource persons from Sankara 
Eye Foundation India

18 February 2021 “Hospital Management - 
Lessons, Experiences and Ongoing learning 
of Covid 19”

An Education Series was held on “Progressive 
Addition Lenses and Trends in Ophthalmic 
lenses” on Zoom platform on 22,24,26,27 
February 2021

1110
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VISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIA

The 16 annual conference was the first virtual conference of VISION 2020 INDIA was held on 13 June 
2020 with a participation of 183. The 16th annual conference’s scheduled host was Siliguri Greater 
Lions Eye Hospital official however due to COVID-19 pandemic; the conference had to be cancelled.

The scientific program included two sessions: Beyond Cataract and Inclusion in eye health: a 
comprehensive approach. A special session was featured with Dr Indu Bhushan, CEO of Ayushman 
Bharat and was moderated by Dr GN Rao Chairman LV Prasad Eye Institute.

At the conclusion of the conference, Mr RN Mohanty, President, VISION 2020 INDIA thanked all 
participation. Mr Phanindra Babu Nukella, CEO, VISION 2020 INDIA gave the vote of thanks.

HIGHLIGHTS

CEO, VISION 2020 INDIA, Mr Phanindra Babu Nukella made a presentation about VISION 2020 INDIA 
in the LCIF SightFirst conclave. The presentation focused on describing VISION 2020 INDIA’s work 
and how the SightFirst partners can join the VISION 2020 INDIA initiative.

CEO, VISION 2020 INDIA, Mr Phanindra Babu Nukella presented a talk on “What does COVID19 mean 
to Visually Impaired?” at the event organised jointly by Novartis and FICCI. Joint Secretary-NPCB&VI, 
and other stakeholders were also present.

VISION 2020: THE RIGHT TO SIGHT - INDIA

ORGANISATION DEVELOPMENT

Board Meetings
Four Board meetings and one Annual General Body Meeting is held in a year. All the meetings held in 
this year were online.

F The 66th Board meeting was held on 28 April 2020. The meeting wasonline.
F The 67th Board meeting was held on 29 July 2020. The meeting wasonline.
F The 68th Board meeting was held on 28 October 2020. The meeting wasonline.
F The 68th Board meeting was held on 20 February 2021. The meeting wasonline.

16th Annual Conference

1312
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VISION 2020: The Right to Sight – INDIA
Building No. 36, Flat no. 105, 1st  Floor

DDA Community Center, Zamrudpur
Kailash Colony, New Delhi- 110048

Office: +91 966 707 88 66     Email: info@vision2020india.org
www.vision2020india.org
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